Dear   ,





Now that I’ve completed your Web site, Homestead has asked me to provide you with some information to assist you in taking full advantage of all of the services and tools they offer.  Even if you’ve chosen to have me maintain your site for you, you’ll find helpful information on how to log into your e-mail accounts, and more.  So read on…and remember to print this information for easy reference.  





-----------------------------------------------------------


Tips from Homestead  


-----------------------------------------------------------------
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Using the information in our Resource Center





Whether you’re updating your site or looking for tips on how to promote it successfully, the Homestead Resource Center is a great place to go for information and an interactive tutorial on using our site building software.





You can find tips and step-by-step directions on a wide variety of topics such as:





o Editing and updating pages 


o Using your Homestead e-mail accounts


o Measuring the success of your site using site statistics








To access the Resource Center:





Login to your Homestead account


Click the ‘Get Help’ button near the top of page.


Click the ‘Resource Center’ link.





Logging in to your e-mail accounts





Once your mailbox has been set up (by you or your Homestead Builder), there are two ways to log in to your Homestead e-mail account via a Web browser: 





o  Type http://mail. followed by your domain name. (For example, http://mail.yourwebaddress.org) Then, when prompted, enter your mailbox name and mailbox password.





o  Type http://www.homestead.com and click the 'Check E-mail' link on the upper right side of the screen. Then enter your e-mail address and mailbox password.





For further details on sending and reading e-mail, and managing your e-mail accounts, read the article entitled ‘Setting Up and Managing E-mail Accounts’ in the Resource Center.





Also, to learn how you can customize and organize your e-mail accounts, check out the ‘Customizing Your E-mail Account’ article.  





Tips for hassle-free Web site maintenance








Using the award-winning Homestead drag-and-drop software





You can easily update your own Web site using our drag-and-drop site building software.








Login to your Homestead account.


Click the ‘Launch SiteBuilder’ link on the ‘My Account’ page.  (If you have not already downloaded the SiteBuilder, clicking this link will start the downloading process.)





3.   Open the page that you wish to edit.





If this is your first time using the SiteBuilder, you might want to create a new page named ‘practice’ and experiment with placing features such as text and buttons on the page and moving them around.  This will help you get a feel for how the SiteBuilder works.  When you feel comfortable using the SiteBuilder, you’re ready to start editing your existing pages. 





For further information about using the SiteBuilder, check out the ‘Web Site Basics’ section of the Resource Center.





Creating new pages that match your existing pages





If your Homestead Builder created Web pages for you, it’s simple to add new pages to your site that have the same look and feel as your professionally designed pages.  





All you need to do is make a copy of one of your existing pages, and then edit it to fit your needs.  By following this procedure, you can easily create an unlimited number of pages for your site.





To make a duplicate of one of your existing pages:





Open the page you would like to duplicate in Homestead SiteBuilder.  





*Here's how to open an existing page in your Homestead Web site while connected to the Internet:





Login to your account. (The 'Welcome' page will appear.)





Click the 'Page Manager' link, under 'Quick Links' on the right. (The 'Page Manager' will appear.)





Click to select the name of the desired page where it appears in the Pages list.





Click the 'Edit' button. (The latest software upgrades will now be downloaded and your Professional SiteBuilder application will launch, with the selected page visible in the editing area.)





Select 'Save Page As' from the 'File' menu. 


Enter a name for the duplicate page and click 'OK'


The duplicate page will now be open in Homestead SiteBuilder, and you can make any changes you wish.


You can save your page at any time as you are working on it simply by clicking the ‘Save’ button.


To preview your work along the way, click the ‘View’ button at the top of the SiteBuilder.


When you are ready to publish your new page live to the Internet, simply click the ‘Publish’ button. 





For a printable step-by-step guide to getting started on your site, click or copy and paste the link below into your browser window:


http://www.homestead.com/~site/help/getting_started.ffhtml








